
 

MCA Math Test Resources 
Here are some MCA Test resources (for math and other subjects) to help you and your students. All of these are linked through the Testing 1, 2, 
3 website, and we wanted to point out some specific resources with direct links for you to explore.  

Please contact us with any questions, concerns, or to request professional development. 

Michael Huberty, Mathematics Assessment Specialist (michael.huberty@state.mn.us)  

Angela Hochstetter, Mathematics Assessment Specialist (angela.hochstetter@state.mn.us) 

 

 

Testing 1, 2, 3: A Resource for Teachers 

(https://testing123.education.mn.gov/)  

Educators empowered with reliable data use it to eliminate learning barriers 
and evaluate classroom instruction. This website is an effort to provide 
teachers with relevant assessment and data resources that support an 
equitable learning environment where all students can achieve at high levels. 
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Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs) 

(https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/ald/) 

The Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs) describe the four levels of 
achievement specific to grade-level for the Minnesota assessments, 
based on the standards. Students who achieve the “Meets” and 
“Exceeds” levels are considered proficient with regard to the 
knowledge, skills and abilities described in the academic standards. 

 

 

Released Items 

(https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/items/) 

A total of 150 math questions that have been used on the MCA-III have been 
released. You can filter, search by key words (e.g., triangle, bar graph, 
probability), and sort. The released content, data table, and rationales can be 
used by educators to explore examples of questions that evaluate the 
knowledge and skills expected in the standards. Because this is a small group 
of items, not every item type or benchmark is represented. 

Grade  Number of Released Items 
3  26 
4  26 
5  16 
6  25 
7  18 
8  21 
11  18 
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Item Samplers & Teacher Guides 

(http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/item-samplers/) 

A Mathematics MCA item sampler for each grade is available for you 
to use to become familiar with the format and item types – including 
technology enhanced item types. These samplers are available in a 
variety of accommodated formats (e.g., online, text-to-speech, 
translations, paper accommodations). Each consists of approximately 
30 questions to practice. The Item Sampler Teacher Guides provides 
detail about the questions on the samplers. 

 

 

Item Types Tutorial & Teacher Guide 

(http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/tutorial/) 

Educators and students may use Item Types Tutorial to familiarize themselves 
with it before using the tutorial with the format of the various generic types of 
online MCA problems. The guide provides educators with details on the item 
types students may experience in the Item Types Tutorial and on the MCA 
along with information specific to content areas.  
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MCA Mathematics Test Specifications 

(https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/spec/) 

Test specifications provide information on how the academic 
standards are addressed on a test and contain specific rules and 
characteristics that guide the development of a test’s content and 
format. The test specifications indicate which strands, sub-strands, 
standards and benchmarks will be assessed on the test and in what 
proportions. Test specifications are excellent tools for gaining an in-
depth understanding of the content and format of the tests. Keep in 
mind, these are the minimum considerations for curriculum and 
instruction. Some concepts in the academic standards can only be 
assessed in the classroom and not on a standardized statewide 
assessment.  
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